Lesson 3 Matterhorn man GiSERLX A
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First listen and then answer the following question.

10

15

FEE, REEHEATFA

What was the main objective of early mountain climbers?

Modern alpinists try to climb mountains by a route which will give them good sport, and the more difficult
it is, the more highly it is regarded. In the pioneering days, however, this was not the case at all. The early
climbers were looking for the easiest way to the top, because the summit was the prize they sought,
especially if it had never been attained before. It is true that during their explorations they often faced
difficulties and dangers of the most perilous nature, equipped in a manner which would make a modern
climber shudder at the thought, but they did not go out of their way to court such excitement. They had a
single aim, a solitary goal—the top!

It is hard for us to realize nowadays how difficult it was for the pioneers. Except for one or two places
such as Zermatt and Chamonix, which had rapidly become popular, Alpine villages tended to be impov-
erished settlements cut off from civilization by the high mountains. Such inns as there were were generally
dirty and flea-ridden; the food simply local cheese accompanied by bread often twelve months old, all
washed down with coarse wine. Often a valley boasted no inn at all, and climbers found shelter wherever
they could—sometimes with the local priest (who was usually as poor as his parishioners), sometimes with
shepherds or cheese-makers. Invariably the background was the same: dirt and poverty, and very uncom-
fortable. For men accustomed to eating seven-course dinners and sleeping between fine linen sheets at

home, the change to the Alps must have been very hard indeed.

WarterR UNsworRTH Matterhorn Man

Bergdorf, a mountain village in Switzerland
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Unit1 Lesson 3
New words and expressions % 7 fe42 &

B

Matterhorn (title) /'metohom/ n. HHFEBIE (F[/R  solitary (1.6) /'solitari/ adj. ME—H)

BHngEY — EBEXRME 0 impoverish (11.9-10) /im'povarrf/ v. {5 %
alpinist (1.1) /'selpmist/ n. B IEF) 5 Alpine (1.9) /'elpam/ adj. F/R B4 1L )
pioneer (1.2) / paro'nia/ v. JF ¥, 185 n. J54%, JF flea-ridden (1.11) /'fliz ridn/ adj. 75 Bk 10

e & coarse (1.12) /kozs/ adj. %51
summit (1.3) /'samit/ n. TR boast (1.12) /boust/ v. HI%HE
attain (1.4) /a'tem/ v. Bk parishioner (1.13) /pa'rifana/ n. X JE R
perilous (1.5) /'pertlos/ adj. fEk: i shepherd (1.14) /' fepad/ n. 3£ A
shudder (1.5) /' {ado/ v. NIETT & linen (1.15) /"lnm/ n. YUJR A5 K 2
court (1.6) /kozt/ v. 1B3K the Alps (1.16) /zlps/ n. FiJ/R B3 1L fik

Notes on the text R L /=%

in the pioneering days, TEFJRIBTHH, X BB UGBS WA ,

equipped in a manner which would make a modern climber shudder at the thought, HfiTi#%5e8 W #FE,
DMEIARB L E — R O . at the thought, —#8%| (A 1HI%S), FILHEME T of the manner ,
go out of onc’s way, FFHt, AR ,

cut off ... from ..., & -+ ... R4 |

such inns as there were, BF B HI/NERE, as there were FIJi&Afi inns, YEEIE

the food simply local cheese, T food [EEEME T was ,

N -

D O oW

SH AL
=

ARF W F) B RBR— KB A MAIH R BB RREE B L | M1, 8B AR A2
JL . 8T, RS, SRFRXMIFR , REBLEFTIROSEE TR ENRE, BN
We——HF AR BT AR G 2L A TS — A R AN 1T R B A5, B8, R BRI 12 % B B 1503 R 9 FR S
fale, A1 2 B R DABE AR 1L 2 — RRSR AR AR A , (B, I3 S TR R, A1
—NEH, M B T
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WY AR, AE#i— T AR TG FRBERE PR BL7 1L L [X,, F8— 8 RARIRAERY

Comprehension # #

Give short answers to these questions in your own words as far as possible. Use one complete sentence for
each answer.

1 In what way does the modern climber’s attitude towards mountains differ from that of the pioneer?

2 Name three factors which made most Alpine villages inhospitable places.



Unit 1 Lesson 3

Vocabulary +

Refer to the text to see how the following words have been used, then write sentences of your own using
these words: route (1.1); regarded (1.2); summit (1.3); sought (1.3); faced (1.4); perilous (1.5); shudder (L.5); court (1.6);
solitary (1.6); coarse (1.12); boasted (1.12); invariably (1.14).

Sentence structure 4 F 44

A

B

Combine the following statements to make complete sentences. Add conjunctions of your own and omit
the words or phrases in italics. Do not refer to the passage until you have finished the exercise:

It is true that during their explorations they often faced difficulties. They often faced dangers of the most perilous
nature. They were equipped in a manner which would make a modern climber shudder at the thought. They did not
go out of their way to court such excitement. (11.4-6)

One or two places such as Zermatt and Chamonix had rapidly become popular. Alpine villages tended to be
impoverished settlements. They were cut off from civilization by high mountains. (11.8-10)

Often a valley boasted no inn at all. Climbers found shelter wherever they could. They sometimes found shelter
with the local priest. (He was usually as poor as his parishioners.) They sometimes found shelter with shepherds or
cheese-makers. (11.12-14) ‘

Write three sentences saying why you like or dislike mountaineering.

Key structures x4 4) &

A

Study the form of these sentences:

The more difficult it is, the more highly it is regarded. (11.1-2)
The quicker you work, the sooner you will finish.

Write sentences using the following words:

The more the less
The more the worse
The sooner the better

Give the correct form of the verbs in parentheses in the paragraph below. Do not refer to the passage

until you have finished the exercise:
Modern alpinists try to climb mountains by a route which will give them good sport, and the more difficult it is,

the more highly it is regarded. In the pioneering days, however, this ‘(be) not the case at all. The early
climbers (look) for the easiest way to the top because the summit (be) the prize they
(seek), especially if it (never attain) before. It is true that during their explorations they
often (face) difficulties and dangers of the most perilous nature, equipped in a manner which
(make) a modern climber shudder at the thought, but they (not go) out of their way to court

such excitement. They (have) a single aim, a solitary goal — the top! (1L.1-7)
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Unit 1 Lesson 3
C Note the position of the word often in these sentences:
They often faced difficulties and dangers. (11.4-5)
The food (was) simply local cheese accompanied by bread (which was) often twelve months old. (1.11-12)
Often a valley boasted no inn at all. (1.12)
In the following sentences, the word often can be placed in two or more different positions. Indicate the
correct positions in each sentence:
1 Tamin such a hurry, I don’t have time for breakfast.
We buy things we don’t really need.
3 He is sent abroad by his firm.

D Compare these two sentences:
It is hard for us to realize ... how difficult it was ... (1.8)
It is hard to realize how difficult it was.
Complete the following sentences:
1 It was impossible for them
It is difficult
3 Itis easy for you

E Note the use of such in these two sentences:
They did not go out of their way to court such excitement. (1.6)
Such inns as there were were generally dirty. (11.10-11)
Write sentences using the following phrases:

such requests; such freedom; such difficulty; such films.

F Note the form of the verb in italics:
For men accustomed to eating seven-course dinners ... (1.15)
Complete the following using a verb after each phrase:
I am used to
Do you object to my ?

3 I am looking forward to

Special difficulties % .

- A Study the following pairs of words and then write sentences of your own to bring out the difference.
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1 case (1.2) — situation

Do you know the date of the last recorded case of smallpox?

The waiter brought me the bill and I didn’t have enough money. I’d never been in such a situation before.
2 especially (11.3-4) — specially

I'think you’ll find this article especially interesting.

I’ve had this area specially designed as a herb garden.
3 realize (1.8) — understand

I hope you realize that you’re making a big mistake.

I don’t think I understand the meaning of the sentence.



4 except for (1.8) — except

Except for one old lady, the bus was empty.

You can have any of the cakes except this one.
5 coarse (1.12) — course

He wore an old jacket made of coarse cloth.

In a French household, soup is generally the first course of the main meal of the day.
6 home (1.16) — house

When I’'m abroad, my thoughts are never far from home.

They live in a large house.

Explain the meaning of the phrases in italics:

They did not go out of their way to court such excitement. (1.6)
Please ask him to get out of the way; I can’t get past.

We bought a beautiful out-of-the-way cottage, miles from anywhere.
Please move that table. Can’t you see it’s in the way?

I'll call in and see you on my way home from work.

T I R R

We must do this exercise in the way we have been taught.

Multiple choice questions % 7 & #$7#
Choose the correct answers to the following questions.

Comprehension # f#

1 Modern climbers differ from their predecessors because they
(@) like to find the easiest way to the top of a mountain
(b) like sport
(c) prefer difficult climbs to easy ones
(d) always follow a particular route

2 Itis probably true to say that modern climbers _

(@) enjoy testing themselves on difficult climbs

(b) avoid dangerous situations

(¢) are not as well equipped as earlier climbers

(d) are only interested in getting to the top of a mountain

3 The pioneers had a hard time because
(@) Zermatt and Chamonix had rapidly become popular
(b) Alpine villages were primitive
(¢) the mountains were extremely high
(d) there wasn’t anything to eat

4 Tt is probably true to say that early climbers
(@) had seven course dinners when they were climbing
(b) didn’t mind uncomfortable conditions
(c) always found accommodation with the local priest
(d) enjoyed a higher standard of living back home

Unit 1

Lesson 3
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Unit1 Lesson 3
Structure 4 #

5 Earlier climbers liked summits | had never been climbed before. (11.2-4)

(a) which (b) which they (c) that they
6 single aim was getting to the top. (11.6-7)
(a) They’re (b) There (c¢) Their
7 Zermatt and Chamonix, most places were unknown. (11.8-9)
(a) Except (b) Unless (c) Without
8 were generally dirty and flea-ridden. (11.10-11)
(a) The few inns that existed (b) Inns like this
(¢) Such inns (d) Few inns

Vocabulary 1L

9 In the pioneering days this was not the at all. (1.2)
(@) condition (b) situation (c) history
10 They often faced difficulties of the most nature. (11.4-5)
(@) dangerous (b) dreadful (c) extreme
11 — all washed down with wine. (1.12)
(a) course (b) sour (c) rough

12 Often a valley no inn at all. (1.12)
(a) was proud of (b) advertised (¢) showed

(d) unless they
(d) Theirs

(d) Apart from

(d) event
(d) pitiful

(d) new

(d) possessed





